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Just as a leopard 
never changes its 
spots, Kevin Rudd 
and Labor will 
never stop wasting 
taxpayers’ money!



Foreword

Jamie Briggs
Coalition Spokesperson on  
Scrutiny of Government Waste

In 2007, Kevin Rudd came to power 
claiming to be an economic conservative 
and promising to deliver budget surpluses.  

In reality, he delivered three massive 
deficits – one being the largest in 
Australian history, borrowed $100 million 
every day and plunged the federal budget 
into debt, a debt which is now expected 
to peak at over $300 billion.  

The fact is that Mr Rudd is the architect  
of some of Labor’s greatest policy failures 
and is responsible for the worst examples  
of Labor’s wasteful spending. It was  
Mr Rudd who dismantled the Howard  
Government’s successful border 
protection policies and proposed to  

build the NBN without first undertaking a 
cost-benefit analysis, and it was Mr Rudd 
who was in charge when the massive 
waste and mismanagement occurred in 
the Home Insulation and BER schemes.   

And now he’s back. But despite his record, 
Mr Rudd says he wants to campaign on the 
economy and debt and deficit.  

Just as a leopard never changes its 
spots, Mr Rudd and Labor will never stop 
wasting taxpayers’ money! 

The only way to stop the waste and pay 
back the debt is to change the government.



 “Kevin Rudd’s  
Record of Big Waste 
and Chaos” gives 
20 examples of the 
billions of dollars 
that Labor’s Leader 
has wasted and 
mismanaged.
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Kevin Rudd is the architect of Labor’s 
failed border protection policies and  
is responsible for the current crisis on  
our borders. Since August 2008, over 
48,000 people have arrived illegally by 
boat and there has been a massive  
$10 billion budget blow out in the 
immigration portfolio.  

Immigration budget  
blow out

The Age, 
23 October 2012



The Australian, 
9 July 2011
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Kevin Rudd’s $16 billion “school hall” 
programme saw up to $8 billion wasted 
through budget blow outs and excessive 
building costs. Incredibly, as of June 
2013, thirty-one school hall projects  
still remain incomplete, two and a half 
years after the original deadlines have 
passed and five years after the Global 
Financial Crisis. 

Building the  
‘Education Revolution’
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Despite calling government advertising  
“a cancer on democracy,” Kevin Rudd 
spent millions of dollars advertising 
contentious government policies, 
including $38 million on his failed mining 
tax and $14 million on his Emissions 
Trading Scheme before he abandoned 
it. Now as Prime Minister again, he will 
continue to allow up to $100 million of 

government advertising to run right up  
to the election. If Kevin 2.0 is serious 
about living up to the standards he sets 
for others, then he would stop this  
$100 million advertising blitzkrieg today. 
But his wasteful advertising blitz trying to 
spruik his PNG solution – ostensibly aimed 
at asylum-seekers but in reality at voters – 
shows he hasn’t changed.

Taxpayer funded  
political advertising

Adelaide Advertiser,  
17 May 2013

Ad spree to
cost $100m

LABOR is splurging
more than $100 million
on government advertis-
ing this financial year and
next around the election
– including $21 million on
the National Disability
Insurance Scheme.
TheOpposition yester-

day called for most fu-
ture ad campaigns to be
scrapped, but ministers
defended the measures
as important to explain
policy. It also emerged
$725 million was stock-
piled for grants, many in
marginal electorates.
One involved $5 million
for a Greek Orthodox
Church in Thebarton.
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It was Kevin Rudd who proposed the 
$43 billion NBN without a cost-benefit 
analysis, after dumping his 2007 election 
commitment to deliver a broadband 
network for $4.7 billion. Labor’s NBN is 
now way behind schedule and way over 
budget. There has been a $4.6 billion 
blowout in the operating and capital 
expenses, and indirect operating expenses 
– primarily staff costs – have more than 
doubled, from $3.7 billion to $7.8 billion.

National Broadband 
blow outs 04

The Australian,  
10 August 2012



Kevin 07’s much hyped Computers in 
Schools programme never delivered 
the digital revolution it was meant to. 
Originally, it was supposed to deliver one 
million new computers to high school 
students at a cost of $1 billion, yet the 
programme quickly blew out by a massive 
$1.4 billion and has been beset by delays 
that became so lengthy a year nine 
student in 2008 may have entirely missed 
out on receiving a new computer before 
they finish school.

Computers in schools

Courier Mail, 
27 October 2011
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Another Kevin 07 initiative, the $300 million 
Green Loans programme was meant to 
deliver low interest loans to households 
to install energy efficient products. 
However, the programme was eventually 
dumped after three independent reports 
found extensive mismanagement. The 
Gillard Government tried to replace it 
with the Green Start programme, but that 
was cancelled before it even began.

Green Loans 
mismanagement

The Australian, 
9 July 2010
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The Rudd Government recorded an  
$850 million blow out in the cost of the 
Solar Homes programme, after it splurged  
$1 billion in just 18 months when it had 
only intended to spend $150 million over 
five years on solar rebates under the 
programme. There were also concerns of 
faulty solar PV power system installations 
in homes, schools and community 
facilities. The programme was eventually 
axed, but taxpayers were left to pick  
up the tab.

Solar Homes programme

Australian Financial Review, 
10 February 2010
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The $300 million Global Carbon Capture 
and Storage Institute set up by Kevin 
Rudd has wasted millions of dollars and 
has proven to be ineffective. Documents 
released under FOI show a staggering 
$54.25 million was spent on ‘operational 
expenses’ in the Institute’s first two years, 
which included first class airfares and 
lavish overseas trips. Former staffers have 
said that the Institute lacks a clear focus, 

which has led to millions of dollars being 
invested in overseas projects that have 
had negligible benefit to Australia. The 
current CEO said that the $100 million 
a year in funding was too much for the 
body to manage efficiently. “It is actually 
impossible to spend that amount of 
money responsibly,” he said. 

Carbon Capture and 
Storage Institute 08

Sunday Age,  
17 June 2012
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In Kevin Rudd’s last budget before being 
dumped as Prime Minister, he donated 
$10 million to the unions for a so-called 
“trade union education foundation grant.” 
Julia Gillard followed up in her first budget 
a year later, providing another $10 million 
for an “education and training fund.” 
Together, Kevin Rudd and Julia Gillard 
fully compensated the unions for their  
$20 million donation to Labor at the  
2007 election.

Donations to unions 09

Advertiser,  
16 May 2011



Kevin Rudd wasted $40 million on issuing 
tax bonus payments during the GFC to 
people overseas, in jail and people who 
had died.

Tax bonus payments 10

The Australian,  
28 May 2009



In early 2008, Kevin Rudd summoned 
1,000 of Australia’s ‘best and brightest’ to 
Canberra, delivering nothing more than a 
gabfest and a $2 million bill for taxpayers 
to pick up. 

2020 summit 11

The Age,  
28 May 2008



Sunday Telegraph, 
6 September 2009

In his first year as Prime Minister,  
Kevin Rudd spent more than $49 million 
of taxpayers’ money on 418 media 
advisers, media monitoring and PR spin, 
despite his pre-election promise to cut 
ministerial staff by 30 per cent. Overall, 
Mr Rudd spent more than $200 million on 
advertising and spin in 2008-09.  

PR and spin 12
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The Rudd Government scrapped its 
Grocery Choice website after finally 
conceding it was never going to work – 
but not before wasting at least  
$13 million of taxpayers’ money on  
this white elephant.

Grocery Choice

The Australian, 
7 October 2009
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After raising expectations that he could 
reduce the cost of living during the 
2007 election, Kevin Rudd introduced 
FuelWatch, only to dump it a year later 
after it was shown to be completely 
ineffective, wasting more taxpayers’ 
money along the way.

Fuel Watch farce

Daily Telegraph, 
29 May 2008
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The Rudd Government wasted  
$50 million advertising its economic 
stimulus package in 2009, including the 
disastrous Home Insulation Scheme and  
the wasteful school halls programme,  
and wasted $40 million on issuing  
$900 cheques to people overseas  
and people who had died.

Stimulus advertising 15

Sun Herald,
24 May 2009



Kevin Rudd was known as ‘Kevin 747’ 
during his first stint as Prime Minister – 
and his time as Foreign Minister under 
the Gillard Government was no different, 
spending $1.2 million on overseas travel 
in his first twelve months in the role. This 
is nearly a third more than Alexander 
Downer as Foreign Minister in the 
last year of the Howard Government – 

$750,000 – and nearly equal to the travel 
bill of Stephen Smith over a two year 
period while he was Foreign Minister. 

Travel bill 16

Daily Telegraph,  
14 September 2011
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Kevin Rudd’s GP Super Clinic programme 
continues to struggle with delays after it 
was revealed in recent Senate Estimates 
that only half of the clinics promised in 
2007 and 2010 are operational. Of the 31 
GP Super Clinics promised in 2007, six 
remain unfinished as of February 2013, 
and after almost six years there is one 
that still hasn’t started construction. 

GP Super Clinics 17

Courier Mail,
13 February 2013



Kevin Rudd spent an estimated  
$1.5 million on travel and accommodation 
to send a massive delegation to the 
failed Copenhagen Climate Change 
Conference. Mr Rudd took an estimated 
delegation of 114 people to the 
conference, 43 more than the UK and  
90 more than New Zealand. 

Copenhagen Summit 
convoy 18

Weekend Australian,
9 January 2010
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In one of the worst examples of waste 
and mismanagement, Kevin Rudd’s  
$2.5 billion home insulation programme 
was not only a complete waste of 
taxpayers’ money, it also resulted in four 
deaths, 220 house fires and delivered 
up to 1,000 electrified roofs. Despite the 
programme being cancelled over three 
years ago, the legacy of this disastrous 
programme lives on. Australian taxpayers 

have officially lost millions of dollars more 
as a result of bad debts now written off 
under the scheme. The Department of 
Climate Change told Senate Estimates in 
February 2013 that they are still chasing 
nearly $10 million fraudulently claimed 
by dodgy installers, but have written off 
debts of more than $15 million.

Home insulation fiasco

The Age, 
12 May 2010
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Julia Gillard’s decision to knife Kevin 
Rudd for the prime ministership in 2010 
resulted in an immediate staff payout bill 
of $1.3 million, and a further $5.5 million 
bill following the subsequent election. 
Now Kevin Rudd has knifed Julia Gillard 
to take back the prime ministership, 
another multi-million bill potentially awaits 
Australian taxpayers thanks to Labor’s 
civil war.

Staff payouts 20

Daily Telegraph, 
8 July 2013

ALP staffers’ $5m farewell
EXCLUSIVE

STEVE LEWIS & LANAI SCARR

LABOR’S leadership brawls
and recent turmoil are esti-
mated to cost taxpayers more
than $5 million in termination
payouts to ministerial staff.
A Daily Telegraph investiga-

tion can also reveal a number of
senior advisers — dumped after
March’s aborted leadership
coup— have been re-employed
despite receiving generous
‘‘severance’’ payouts just a few
months ago.
Finance documents reveal 77

ministerial staff were paid $2.62
million in payouts between July
2011 and May 2013, including
eight staff on the payroll of
Treasurer Chris Bowen, who
resigned from the frontbench
in March.
But that number — and the

cost to taxpayers — will spiral,
with many staff who worked for
Julia Gillard, Wayne Swan and
other former ministers also

heading for the exit.
The large staff turnover —

and termination payments —
came during a tumultuous
22-month period for Labor
when Ms Gillard’s leadership
was nearly always the subject of
ongoing speculation.
The highest individual

payout to a former ministerial
adviser was $89,440 paid to a
former chief of staff to a
frontbencher while one assist-
ant adviser received $87,330.
Two other chiefs of staff also

were generously remunerated,
receiving $83,627 and $82,799
as Labor’s leadership feuds
triggered high staff turnover.
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd

had four staff who received
termination payouts — most of
them following his resignation
from the ministry after his first
leadership tilt in February 2012.
Former Senate leader and

immigration minister Chris
Evans had the largest number
of staff payouts (11) between
July 2011 and May.
This was followed closely by

the new Treasurer Chris

Bowen, who resigned from the
frontbench in March following
Simon Crean’s aborted leader-
ship coup.
Mr Bowen’s chief of staff

received a payout of $57,890.25.
He has now been re-

employed in the position and is
understood to be in nego-
tiations as to whether he needs
to pay back some of the money.
One of Mr Bowen’s senior

media advisers also received a
payout of $43,068.47 and has
been re-employed following
the Rudd return.
Special Minister of State

Mark Dreyfus said yesterday:
‘‘Where a staff member choo-
ses to take a severance pay-
ment they cannot return to the
MOPS Act employment within
the severance pay period with-
out refunding the balance of
their payment.’’
Mark Arbib, who resigned in

February 2012, shortly after
Kevin Rudd’s first unsuccessful
challenge, had seven staff who
received payouts.

South Australian front-
bencher Mark Butler, one of the

key defections from Ms Gillard
to Mr Rudd in last week’s coup,
had four ex-staff paid out, while
former attorney-general Nicola
Roxon had three staff receive
payments.
Ms Gillard had about 50

personal staff and while several
— including her chief media
secretary — will stay on to
work with Mr Rudd and his
ministerial team, most will take
the termination payment.
Former defence minister

Stephen Smith, former climate
change minister Greg Combet
and ex-communications minis-
ter Stephen Conroy all had 13
personal staff while ex-
education minister Peter Gar-
rett and one-time trade minis-
ter Craig Emerson each had 11
on their payroll.
Former deputy prime minis-

ter Mr Swan had 21 staff, most
of whom are expected to leave.
Labor staffers can also expect

to receive an additional four-
week termination payout if the
government loses the election.
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