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Media Release 

VC and GC recipients come together to support Australia’s wounded 

 

Australian War Memorial, Canberra, 17 April 2013: Australia’s four living Victoria Cross recipients 

and sole George Cross recipient came together today for the first time in history, to launch a series 

of limited edition medallions in support of Soldier On and Australia’s wounded military personnel. 

Officially launched by the Chief of Army, Lieutenant General David Morrison AO, ‘In the Service of 

Others’ , a series of five medallions and a medallion set, features the images of Warrant Officer Class 

II Keith Payne VC, Constable Michael Pratt GC, Corporal (then Trooper) Mark Donaldson VC, Corporal 

Benjamin Roberts-Smith VC MG and Corporal Daniel Keighran VC. 

Struck with the support of the recipients, the medallions come with a replica Victoria Cross or 

George Cross. Only 1,000 of each medallion and 1,000 medallion sets will be released, with all profits 

from their sale being donated to Soldier On. 

Victoria Cross for Australia recipient and Soldier On Patron-In-Chief, Corporal Mark Donaldson VC 

said he hopes the medallions will inspire others to acknowledge the sacrifices of those wounded 

while in the service of the nation. 

“Australians are becoming increasingly aware of the impact and sacrifices of our military personnel,” 

Corporal Donaldson said. 

“It is clear the public wants to help and these medallions are a way for them to support our 

wounded. 

“I was proud last year to come on board with Soldier On and to be helping them enhance, inspire 

and empower the lives of physically and mentally wounded servicemen and women. 

“I hope this collection of medallions helps inspire Australians too, to give back to our wounded by 

raising funds for Soldier On.” 

CEO and founder of Soldier On, John Bale, said today’s launch was an important show of support for 

wounded service personnel, who although receiving great support from Defence, benefit from 

additional support and opportunities during their rehabilitation.  
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“It is a tremendous honour to have Australia’s four living Victoria Cross recipients and sole George 

Cross recipient get behind this project, and we are very grateful for their support,” Mr Bale said  

“I hope the community also gets on board by securing these unique medallions.   

“Our projects require funding and we are counting on the public to help us raise the money needed 

to support Australia’s wounded warriors.” 

In the Service of Others: For Valour and Gallantry is an inspiring collection minted from brass and 

finished in highly polished silver plate. 

More information, including order details, is available at SoldierOn.org.au, MilitaryShop.com.au or 

by calling (02) 6123 2950. 

Soldier On Media Contact – Dion Pretorius, 0418 281 777, dion.pretorius@soldieron.org.au.  
 

About Soldier On 

Soldier On is an Australian charity that is bringing people together to support servicemen and 

women with physical or mental health injuries sustained in the service of the nation. Drawing on the 

Anzac spirit of courage, mateship and determination, the charity works to enhance the futures of 

Australia’s wounded by supporting their rehabilitation, inspiring their recovery through team and 

individual pursuits and empowering them to pursue their employment, training and vocational 

education goals. 

About the Victoria Cross and George Cross recipients 

Through the ages there have been numerous awards to commemorate acts of bravery. To this day, 

the Victoria Cross remains Australia’s highest military award for acts of valour in the face of the 

enemy. The George Cross was second only to the Victoria Cross, until the establishment of the 

Australian honours and Awards System in 1975. 

Keith Payne VC 

Vietnam, May 1969: When Warrant Officer Class II Payne’s company in Vietnam began to fall back 

after being attacked and cut off, he remained under concentrated enemy fire running between 

positions collecting and tossing grenades and firing on the enemy. Despite wounds to both hands 

and arms he covered the troop withdrawal, before organising the remnants of two companies into a 

temporary defensive perimeter. That night WO Class II Payne crawled toward the enemy’s positions, 

searching for wounded and isolated soldiers, bringing forty soldiers to safety. 

 

Michael Pratt GC  

Melbourne, June 1976: Off duty Constable Michael Pratt was driving through inner north Melbourne 

when he spied three masked and armed men entering a bank.  Unarmed and alone, he instinctively 

veered his car into the bank’s doorway, trapping the robbers inside. As the robbers tried to escape 

Constable Pratt singlehandedly challenged them, knocking the first unconscious before the second 

mailto:dion.pretorius@soldieron.org.au


 3 

fired at the Constable from point blank range.  Despite the bullet piercing his spine and both lungs 

and brushing his aorta, Constable Pratt was able to identify the bandits to fellow officers and the trio 

was apprehended within the week. 

 

Corporal Mark Donaldson VC 

Afghanistan, September 2008: On a mission in Uruzgan Province, Corporal (then Trooper) Donaldson 

was outstanding in the manner in which he fought during a prolonged and effective enemy ambush. 

On numerous occasions, he deliberately drew the enemy’s fire in order to allow wounded soldiers to 

be moved to safety. Upon seeing a coalition interpreter was lying motionless on exposed ground, 

with complete disregard for his own safety, on his own initiative and alone, Corporal Donaldson ran 

back 80 metres across exposed ground and under heavy enemy fire to rescue the interpreter and 

carry him back to a vehicle. Corporal Donaldson then rejoined his patrol and continued to engage 

the enemy. 

 

Corporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith VC MG 

Afghanistan, June 2010: On a mission in Kandahar Province, Corporal Benjamin Roberts-Smith’s 

troop was pinned down by enemy fire. After identifying an opportunity to exploit, Corporal Roberts-

Smith engaged the enemy and exposed his own position to draw fire away from his patrol. His 

actions enabled his troop to seize the advantage. He then stormed the enemy position killing two 

machine gunners and assaulted enemy positions in depth, engaging and killing further enemy.  

 

 Corporal Daniel Keighran VC  

Afghanistan, August 2010: When a joint Australian and Afghan fighting patrol was pinned down at 

Derapet by an intense enemy attack, Corporal Keighran moved to an exposed ridgeline to repeatedly 

and deliberately draw enemy fire in order to identify enemy targets, direct the return fire and draw 

fire away from a casualty during treatment and evacuation. Under persistent enemy fire, he 

continued to lead and mentor his Afghan team.  

 

Ends. 


